Christ Our Hope Catholic Church
Faith In Laity Corner

23rd Sunday Ordinary Times

Walking Away

Reading: Ez. 33:7-9 Mt. 18:5-20

The North American continent watches with baited breath at the extent Nature can
become totally in charge of all aspects of our lives. We must admit that as powerful as one may
feel as human beings; it really amounts to very little. One is left to wonder, just what is the
Supreme Being trying to tell us? Are we listening or is clarification still needed? It is doubtful
that God, in His Infinite Wisdom, allowed the level of storms, hurricanes and earthquakes to
blow, destroy and taunt us without good reason. It is important, that when such phenomena
occur; we listen to hear what God is trying to tell us.
As we reflect on the readings for the 23rd Sunday of Ordinary Times, we know that
Scripture is there for us to seek the meanings suited to the trials and troubles of our times. Our
challenges have some roots in what we do, how we act, and what so many hold as important. In
the book of the Prophet Ezekiel warnings were sent to the people of Israel; that though not
captured and sent to Babylon, like the others…they were to suffer destruction. Ezekiel was sent
by God to chastise His People that they had turned their backs on His Laws.
“I have appointed you as a sentinel for the house of Israel...” (Ez. 33:7)

Just as Ezekiel was appointed to warn about the impending dangers to Israel; in our times we
have had a number of saints and mystics who have been sent by God to warn us of dangers
ahead…. St. Pio, St. Theresa, St. Pope JohnPaul, St. Catherine Laboure….
“When you hear a word from my mouth, you must warn them for me.” (Ez. 33:7)

God has sent His daughter Mary to reminds us throughout the 20th century that humanity
is skating on dangerous waters and, the hand of God will weigh heavily upon us. Mary has not
stopped in her warnings. Whether validated by our Church or not the warnings are pronounced in
our times as no other, and the impending dangers are real.
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“I will hold you responsible for their blood.” (Ez. 33:8)

The Prophet echoes down the centuries, that the greatest sin of our era is the sin of
‘SILENCE’. We are silent, our Church lags far behind on lending a loud voice to our human
issues of injustice, economic policies which enflame economic poverty; while our government
officials ‘turn a blind eye’. We allow politics and a few issues to blind us to the facts of what
many new government laws and policies mean in the life of real people. God warn us that we
will be condemned for our silence. Our Pope’s new requirements for the Shepherds that they
have to work on their human compassion; quite a few, princes of our faith (cardinals) are up in
arms and think, he demands too much!
“If you warn the wicked to turn from their ways,
but they do not, then they shall die in their sins…. “(Ez. 33:9)

Many of our priests and bishops are not always allowing the working of the Holy Spirit
to empower the prophetic voice that Christ gave them, and hesitate to speak and pray
about the issues that are destroying us all. Our times demand for voices which may have
to ‘crying out in the wilderness’. Each of us have the obligation following the teaching
of Jesus to reach out in honesty to all whom we encounter.
The Gospel today provides us with foolproof guidance in a step by step process on
how to resolve differences among our community members. As we use our prophetic
voices, there will be many who will deny, doubt and cause confusion when confronted
with the truth. We are to show the compassion and love regardless. Teachings of a
prophetic voice should not be the cause of all-out dispute.
“If your brother sins [against you], go and tell him
his fault between you and him alone.
If he listens to you, you have won over your brother.” (Mt. 18:15)

Yet, if your brother/sister does not listen then bring a witness.
“If he does not listen, take one or two others along with you.” (Mt. 18:16)

If that doesn’t work bring the matter to the elders of your faith.
“If he refuses to listen to them, tell the church.” (Mt. 18:17)

If this does not work, walk away. There are times we know that our words have no
influence and we must discern that it is time to walk away. With your dignity in tack,
every effort was made to heal, help, reconcile- if all does not work we walk away…. No
hard feelings…just prayerfully walk away.
During this season of earthquakes, tornadoes, flooding and hurricanes; we are
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being asked by God to have the courage to ‘walk away’. Our possessions are gone, but
our life and health is still intact; may we now have the courage to walk away from
material things that filled our lives. We have to let them go and walk away in love,
compassion and love for each other; while seeking the opportunity to use our prophetic
voice for the good of humanity.

******************
We remember our relatives and friends In the Caribbean who suffered complete loss, with an uncertain
future. In our prayers we lift up our earthquake victims in Mexico and hope for speedy recovered for our
peoples in the southern half of the US. May our ongoing generosity and prayers bring support during these
difficult time. Let us continue to pray for the victims of mudslides and more flooding in Sierra Leone,
Pakistan, Australia and Hong Kong.
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