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Faith in Laity Corner

Readings: Deut. 14:32-34, 39-40; Mk.12:14-16, 22-26

Three In The Body of God
I must apologize to my regular readers that I did not post a reflection for last week. It
was on the go, moving in overdrive and quiet time appeared to have eluded me. So this week
will be a combination of the two feasts that just passed. Last Sunday was the Solemnity of the
Blessed Trinity and this week was the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ -Corpus
Christi. Over the past two weeks, our world observed the memory of our men and women who
paid the price of freedom with their lives; we brooded over social media revelations; voiced
concern for immigrant children, real-time observe a volcanic eruption and wondered where the
world was heading to next.
After we as Catholics celebrated the birthday of the Church on Pentecost, next is the
need to put into perspective who was to care for this Baby Church and what supports would
enable it to thrive and flourish. On Trinity Sunday we are asked to reflect on who God is? Who
is He in our world and then who is He for you? Our faith was not built on the recent (2000-yearold) recognition of God, but from the beginning of time, when God selected people who
encountered Him face to face.
“Before your time, ever since God created humankind upon the earth; ….”
“Did a people ever hear the voice of God speaking
from the midst of fire, as you did, and live?” (Duet 4:32-33)
Our encounter with God began a long, long time ago. How often have ancient people
encountered God in the power of natural disasters, weather and the growth of crops. There
was the need to always offer sacrifices for a God encounter. It was the Israelites who
recognized that there was only one God. There was no doubt about the power and
Omnipotence of this awesome God
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“Did any god venture to go and take a nation for himself
from the midst of another nation, by testings, by signs and wonders….” (Deut. 4:34)
In the Old Testament, God proved Himself to His people and there was no doubt that
His works were wonders performed. Yet, seeing God in all His Majesty did not ensure that
humanity would truest, believe and remain grateful for what He did for us. It became hard for
these ‘eyewitnesses' to God's might, to remain trusting and faithful. The Ten Commandments
were given to provide structure on what God needs from us and well as how we were to
receive those around us.
“You must keep his statutes and commandments which I command you today,
that you and your children after you may prosper. (Deut. 4:40)
Honoring God by keeping the Commandments handed down from the time of Moses, would
help ensure stability in our life and the lives of our descendants. There is no assurance of
perfections, but you and those after you will have some stability. (A far cry from what is
happening now) Our concern is that we are keeping the Commandments handed down to us.
2000 years after Jesus comes and with Him, the fulfillment of the Father, as seen in His
Son and the presences of the Holy Spirit, God is now the complete Trinity. It is the arrival of the
Son, the Father openly manifest Himself and the Holy Spirit is revealed. Hence, in the presence
of God the Son, we understand that the Father and Son are One, and the Spirit connects the
three together. It is in the life of the Son, the Father and the Spirit are revealed to us all, from
the Conception of Jesus- to the full Pentecost, with the promise that the Trinity lives on in the
Church.
It is in the Church under the Trinity we see the ongoing presences of Jesus Christ in the
Blessed Sacrament. We celebrate the knowledge of His Body and Blood under the form of
bread and wine at the pronouncement of the words, the earthly crosses over to what is now
heavenly.
"Take it; this is my body." (Mk. 14:22)
The celebration of the Holy Eucharist reminds us that what is offered up as a re-enacts of the
Last Supper and Crucifixion, brings the fulfillment of the ancient promise made by God for a
Messiah, who not only gives us His Body and Blood as food and drink for our physical and
spiritual nourishment, presses upon us that the Trinity is in attendance as Jesus promises to be
with us to the end of time.
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**********************

Let us remember those who are being persecuted for their faith, those suffering from the forces
of natural disasters and those to whom aid appears sparse and limited, may our generosity
envelope those who greatly need.
************
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