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Faith in Laity Corner

Readings: 2Cor. 4:13-5:1; Mk. 3:20-35

“LisPonWaiRem”
I know the title is a bit strange; it is a term that was coined by a famous
Trinidadian religious musician/composer a few years ago– Mr. Peter Telfer (Mawasi
Experience). It is very reflective of sentiments that are so needed to soothe our world
today. The acronym “LisPonWaiRem” stands for – “Listen, Ponder, Wait, Remember”.
There are so many thoughts on these words in this week’s Readings and events which
occurred in the private lives of far too many citizens. At no time in history has
information which impacts the personal lives of people been so quickly accessible as it is
today. What levels of sorrows and confusion that offers no way out in this life? What is
happening to the average person, who feels so alone and unable to find the courage to
reach outside of themselves for support? Is there a feeling that God cannot hear the
pleas of a pained heart?
On the 10 Sunday of Ordinal Times, the 2nd Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians
points to a fact for us all.
“So death is at work in us, but life in You.” (2 Cor. 4:12)
Therefore, we have to acknowledge that ‘death’ walks with us at all times. It is by
remaining in the Grace of God that we can on the path towards ‘life’, as Jesus is the Way,
Truth, and Life.
“I believed, therefore I spoke,” we too believe and therefore speak,” (2Cor. 4:13)
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What is needed before we speak? We have to believe!! Our belief gives us the confidence
to open our mouths to speak. If there is a lack of belief or a wavering one, our confidence
to proclaim that all lies in the hands of God, becomes difficult for us to be truly
convincing. Each of us has to develop a personalized experience of what God is for us in
our lives. Far too many people never evolve the relationship with God out of its Infant,
adolescence, or young adult stage to match our chronological age today. As we grow
older our relationship with God has to change, it has to evolve; it is NOT stagnant it
must change.
“Knowing that the one who raised the Lord Jesus
will raise us also with Jesus” (2Cor. 4:14)
It is our relationship with a living and ever-loving God, we are confident that
there is more to this life. We are here to prepare ourselves for the time of welcoming by
Him in the next.
“Although our outer self is wasting away,
our inner self is being renewed day by day.” (2Cor. 4:16)
As our bodies slowly fail us, our spirits should be revived and full of reflective joy; not in
doing for ourselves; but by proclaiming the richness of God as the Good News flows
through our speech, our actions our love for God to others.
“Therefore, we are not discouraged.” (2Cor. 4:16)
There is no time for this… discouragement is glancing inwards, trying to find the
answers within ourselves. There are no answers within. The belief and speech are
looking at the needs of others very large tasks. The likes of which may be misunderstood
by others, as is seen in Mark’s Gospel this week. People who observed Jesus under the
Will of His Father made this statement:
“He is out of his mind.” (Mk.3:21)
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Yet, if it is of God it will work, for His glory. One guided by the Holy Spirit will
accomplish acts ‘seemingly’ impossible. Their works will be blessed and will affect all far
and wide.
“The grace bestowed in abundance on more and more people
may cause the thanksgiving to overflow for the glory of God.” (2Cor. 4:15)
“LisPonWaiRem” were the distinctive actions of Mary our model for doing God’s
Will. Our relationship with God has to reach ‘listening’ phase. Mary listened to the
words of the angel, she did not understand it all; she listened to her Son at 12 years old
in the temple. Mary pondered on the words of Gabriel, the words of her cousin
Elizabeth... Mary had things happening in her life and she learned to “ponder” words,
actions scenes in her life. She pondered on the words of Gabriel, the words of her cousin
Elizabeth. Many scenes were painful, confusing and unclear… God works like that in our
lives. We have to ponder on what is God trying to tell us in our daily lives. Yes, most
times all we could do is ponder, as it is difficult to wrap our minds around what is
happening. “Wait” – the most difficult challenge to us as humans in our “I” world.
Mary waited, on the word of the angel to come to pass, waited in Egypt until Herod died.
Waiting on God, remembering it is not our time but in His time. “Remember” How
often did Mary have to remember the words of the Prophet Simeon, that a sword would
pierce her heart. Yes, how many times has God demonstrated His faithful to us,
providing for our needs just in time: Do we remember?
Let us not forget our place on this earth is temporal- our goal is to do as much as
we can for others in the time He has allotted us, as
“This momentary light affliction is producing for us
an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison. “(2Cor. 4:17)

AS we “LisPonWaiRem” in our lives during the difficult times, let us not forget the life of
MARY.
******************
LisPonWaiRem
#296/bcw/2018

May we not forget those in poor countries facing earthquakes, floods, and violence, that need our
prayers… Let us find time to “LISPONWAIREM”
************
Thank you to Mr. Peter Telfer for using this piece by you.
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