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15th Sunday of Ordinal Times

Seeking Salvation In Truth
I am back!! There were no reflections posted over the past four weeks; yes, it was a
vacation. It was not planned, but without my laptop and moving from place to place, I
would have missed some of the interaction with so many people, which would have made
my efforts unfocused. The holiday took me to Trinidad, California, Texas and Kentucky.
What a humbling experience!!! At every point, I felt the love and care of friends, family and
colleagues, for which I am eternally grateful. It is good to take time for others to nurture
and care for us. Opportunities allowed me to participate at Masses in other states and in
my home country, and visit other church0- another blessing.
Here in the 15th week of Ordinal times, so much has been happening and continue to
occur over the past few weeks. Let us see, the Psalmist in # 85 recognized our need for
salvation and acknowledges that it is only in God’s mercy we will be saved. We have so
many reasons to ask for God’s mercy and saving power in our personal lives, and in
situations around us.
Psalm 85 goes on to remind us that God’s merciful salvation has requirements.
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“I will listen for what God, the LORD, has to say;
surely he will speak of peace...” (Ps. 85:9)
One of the keywords of my last reflection was the need to ‘listen'. There is the ongoing
need to ‘listen' we often recite prayers, make requests and advice others- and listen very
little to God’s voice. For us to hear God, there must be stillness in our minds, in our hearts
and patience. A signal of God’s Word is the peace it brings. God’s Word if not like that of
mankind, it usually goes contrary; but when we hear God’s voice and obey, it brings peace
in the midst of turmoil.
Another point towards God’s salvation is the need to fear God. What does it mean to
fear God? Most of us look at the term ‘Fear of God.’ In our understanding ‘fear’ brings to
mind some type of terror and feelings of apprehension. God highlights the need for
healthy respect for the Person Who is God. Not taking God for granted as we do so often.
Knowing our rightful place in the sight of God. Some of us make the excuse that God is so
fearful that we could not even try to please Him ... Unacceptable !!

“Near indeed is His salvation for those who fear Him;” (Ps. 85:10)
God’s promises are real and everlasting; they are easily accepted by those of us who have
tasted of His mercy. Without a real ‘God encounter’, we will not feel the saving mercy of
God working in our life.
To stand by the Word of God is to be in truth. Yes, truth -a strange word in our times,
as what is the truth is denounced as ‘fake' and what is wrong and false when touted often
enough become a type of new version of- truth. Being fair and just to ourselves and
others can only exist in the face of our truthfulness. Our fake existence will not permit us
to see the need for justice and chaos will only prevail.
“Truth will spring from the earth;

justice will look down from heaven.” (Ps. 85:12)
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The 1st Reading and the Gospel required that Amos and the Followers of Christ (of

which we are, don’t forget) had to live in truth and would, therefore, be able to stand in the
face of adversity by speaking ‘Truth to power’ (a common phrase used today). Since both
Amos and the Apostles listened to God and acted on His Word, they were able to face
difficult circumstances. They had to confront the sins of the rich and powerful of their
time. Amos openly said he was a poor, unknown herdsman but….

“The LORD took me from following the flock,
and the LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ “ (Amos 7:15)
God sent Amos to carry out an unpleasant task, to warn people that they were not moving
towards salvation, which reflected badly on their King. Amos was chased and told not to
speak truth to the people. (Sounds so familiar today)

“Amaziah said: “Off with you, seer, flee to the land of Judah
and there earn your bread by prophesying!” (Amos 7:12)
The Gospel too, summoned (order with a specific task assigned) the Apostles to preach
the Salvation to everyone, with humility.

“He summoned the Twelve...” (Mk.6:7)
The Apostles were asked not to carry extra luggage but to go without earthly trappings.

“He instructed them to take nothing for the journey.” ….
No food, no sack, no money in their belts.” (Mk.6:8)
They were asked to share the Word, in truth, love, and humility; they were given the
powers to cure, heal, forgive sins, and cast out demons. Jesus knew that others had to
see the mercy and power of God at work. Bringing personal effects would remove focus
from the truth of this mission.
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People had the option to welcome the Apostles and care for them accepting the
experience of God’s mercy and love in their lives, or refuse the miracles and words
offered by the Apostles and permit them to leave with their peace.
There is a difference when you bless someone and ask God’s mercy and peace to
cover that person and their household; vs. leaving the person to the Mercy of God and that
happens when you

“Shake the dust off your feet in testimony against them.” (Mk.6:11)
Salvation exists for everyone, God does still send His prophets to share the truth in love
and humility, may you welcome him/her in your home, listen to the Salvation truths and
permit love with blessing to dwell in your home. On reflecting, that is what I did for the
past 4 weeks, blessed people, their homes and share the saving power of God’s mercy in
truth with love. A vacation and well spent!! Don’t be afraid to speak in the power of truth
and humility for God’s saving mercy is desperately needed by so many in these difficult
times.
******************
Great Word Cup games!!! May we continue to pray for our country that truth will overcome the darkness of
falsehoods, may people become true beacons of love with humility.
************
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