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Faith in Laity Corner

Readings: Jer. 23: 1-6; Mk. 6: 30-34

16th Sunday of Ordinal Times

Shepherding Shepherds?
Why such at a title? Is it possible to ‘shepherd the shepherds'? Well, I guess ‘yes'
can be the response. This week’s readings force us to turn our eyes to the word and the
qualities of a ‘shepherd'. How do you go about this shepherding? As we examine the
Readings for today, there is no soft tone on ‘shepherds’ both secular and religious who
negate their entrusted responsibilities. As humans are always the same in the past, now
and in the future, we can identify with the concerns of Jeremiah as we should be in our
troubling times. Jeremiah pronounced harsh words….
“Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter
the flock of my pasture.” (Jer. 23:1)
Our shepherds, cleric and secular should be the ones to support, teach and welcome the
people or sheep of the flock that they have in their care. Shepherds who stray from their
purpose and duty will find out in time- that God does not sleep!
“You have scattered my sheep and driven them away.” (Jer. 23:1)
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Far too often the sheep can get caught up in needless worry about the status of
their shepherds, and forget that it has been pronounced by God; that they will have to face
the consequences of travesties enacted to harm the people of God- the penalties are very
high.
“You have scattered my sheep and driven them away.
You have not cared for them.” (Jer. 23:1)
The opening line in Jeremiah Chapter 23, gave the dire pronouncement sent by God
to ‘shepherds’ who do not have the peoples’ care at the heart of their ministry. Be aware
that the sheep are not responsible for the faults of their shepherds.
“I will take care to punish your evil deeds.” (Jer. 23:2)
With one ‘sweep’ of His hand, God will deal with shepherds who have become a
destructive force or agent to the determent of the sheep they were designated to give His
loving care. There is a solemn promise that God will not leave the sheep to stray for long...
“I myself will gather the remnant of my flock from all the lands
to which I have banished them and bring them back to their folds.” (Jer. 23:3)

Rest assured, if we believe, we can rely on the Promises of God. Jeremiah did not dwell on
the fate of those shepherds with corrupt intentions; rather supportively said the
following:
“I will raise up shepherds for them who will shepherd them
so that they need no longer fear or be terrified…” (Jer. 23:4)

God has assured us that He will provide the ‘Good Shepherds' desired for our spiritual and
civic welfare.
“I will raise up a righteous branch for David;
As king he shall reign and govern wisely.”
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So what are ‘sheep’ to do meanwhile? Yes, we the sheep have our responsibilities.
They are to pray for the shepherds good or bad; asking God to send us ones who are
willing to order their rule or guidance under the umbrella of justice, truth and care; not
self-seeking interests. Hold our shepherd to truth and honesty, as we affirm the Power of
God to touch hearts and heal souls. Seek the prudence and discernment of the Holy Spirit,
that we are able to recognize the ‘good shepherd’ when he/she comes. It is possible to
‘shepherd the shepherds’!!
Often times we forget- shepherding the flock is an exhausting vocation. Jesus
recognized the demands of the apostolic work was taking a spiritual and physical toll on
the Apostles.
“The apostles* gathered together with Jesus and
reported all they had done and taught.” (Mk. 6:30)
We as ‘sheep’ have to recognize when the shepherd is tired, needs rest and spiritual
renewal from the tasks of caring for the flock.
“Come away by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while.”
Jesus showed His level of sensitivity, just as discerning sheep are quickly able to
recognize this, providing support and relief to the shepherd for periods of rest.

“So they went off in the boat by themselves to a deserted place.”
It is observed that the flock moved unrelenting in their needs and pursuit of the Shepherd.
“They hastened there on foot from all the towns
and arrived at the place before them.”
The urgent needs of the flock were genuine; but we as sheep, have to be mindful
that honest task of shepherding is unrelenting. Our role in shepherding shepherds
becomes three-fold. Holding our shepherds accountable to provide truth with care and
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love to the flock. Resting assured that shepherds who are commissioned, or anointed and
do not have the sheep at heart- God will deal with them. Finally, to be discerning to the
spiritual and mental well fair of the shepherd; by providing prayerful and loving support.

******************

As our country sails towards uncertain tragic and unpredictable times; we must recall the warnings of the Marian
visionaries- that we have to be in steadfast prayer. Our only weapons in these times are to live by the truth, in love
and prayer.
************
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