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18th Sunday of Ordinal Times

Grumbling Signs
Let me take time out to offer sincere thanks to those who have been faithfully
reading these weekly reflections. It has now reached the 300 publication milestone
achievement. Yes, there are some 300 of these reflections. The idea began around 2012,
with the goal of helping religion students, at my former school, put the Sunday readings
into the context of living in our world today. After realizing that they did read the articles
and made their comments, I decided to share it with the wider community. With the
ongoing popularity of social media, it is now open to the world. May you continue to read
and share with others as much as you can. Thank you!!
We are at the 18th Sunday of Ordinal times, and more than half-way through the
liturgical year, time is flying!! We open the Old Testament readings with the key verb
‘grumbling’. What does it mean to grumble? According to popular dictionaries, it is to
‘complain and protest about something…’ It usually carries notes of ‘bad will’, it means to
whine, to mutter constantly, voicing negative comments, (Sounds like our leaders today,

sadly.)
“The whole Israelite community grumbled against Moses and Aaron.” (Ex. 16:2)
Let us recall that this ‘grumbling’ was addressed to the same God, who led this nation
from years of slavery to freedom, performing signs and wonders, and gave them the
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promise of a new land where milk and honey flowed. Their mumbling and reproaching
continued….

“If only we had died at the LORD’s hand in the land of Egypt,
as we sat by our kettles of meat and ate our fill of bread! (Ex.16:3)
Yes, it is fine to remember the good ole days. When income taxes were calculated on the
income of those who earned the highest to the lowest; when gas was 0.75 per gallon,
fruits and veggies came from your neighbors or your trees; families sat around the table,
by the television or radio; ice cream, cake, and bread were homemade; when men and
politicians tried to speak the truth and a person’s word was their bond. Those times are
now long gone….

“You have led us into this wilderness to make this whole assembly die of famine!” (Ex. 16:3)
The God who through His servants Moses and Aaron permitted a glimmer of His
Might to be on display for the Pharaoh of Egypt so that he wished those wretched people a
hasty departure, with all the gold and riches they could carry; this God now, was going to
let His efforts go to waste? God made the Covenant with man and His Word never falls or
fails.

“LORD …… hears the grumbling you utter against Him, who then are we?
Your grumbling is not against us, but against the LORD.” (Ex.16:8)
Yet, all the good things God continued to give His people, they still rejected Him. (God,

probably felt disillusioned) What does God do in the midst of our ongoing rejection and
grumbling? He is God, our Father who continues to give us the bread we need.

“It is the bread which the LORD has given you to eat.” (Ex. 16:15)
In the Gospel, Jesus reminded His followers that the grumbling for the gratification
of our physical needs alone will not give us ‘life’ or satisfy hunger.

“Do not work for food that perishes
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but for the food that endures for eternal life,” (Jn. 6:27)
In every age, people are looking for signs. Is that a sign that I will win money; is this the
sign that the stock market will show gains; is that a sign my children will pass their tests;
is this a sign that I will have enough money for retirement; is this a sign I should get
married; is this a sign that I will be healed… As a people we always look for signs, we seek
signs to point the way.

“What sign can you do, that we may see and believe in you? (Jn.6:30)
What do you do when you receive the signs? Jesus showed signs – changed water into
wine, healed the sick, cured people of illnesses, chased evil spirits, raised the dead, yet at
this juncture, people were still ‘grumbling’ to see more signs. We don’t even recognize

them.
The Israelites took task (grumbling) with God for not addressing their physical
needs in the desert and their need for another sign. In the New Testament, Jesus
reiterated that the physical needs are real and important; but that was not the most
essential; people, however, were still focused on finding signs. How different are we from
the ancient Israelites and the people of Jesus' time? We too ask for the signs of peace
among nations, equitable pay, and housing, fair laws against prejudices, an end to
domestic violence. Yet, what Jesus offered in the New Testament was the path to eternal
life, not an end to our grumbling.

Our ancestors ate manna in the desert, as it is written..” (Jn. 6:31)
Those who grumbled in the past had their appetites sufficed with temporal bread

(manna), but they all died,
Jesus came to give new meaning to ‘bread’. He requested that we hunger for the

Spirit Bread, which leads to Him.
“I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will never hunger,…” (Jn.6:35)

Grumbling- 18 OT
#300/bcw/2018

One thing about ‘grumbling’ is that it pushes energy in the wrong direction, while
you are disgruntled; God is performing signs and wonders in your life, you have eyes and
don’t see because of grumbling. Be wary of constant complaining, as we can miss the
good Spirit Bread, which will lead to eternal life; and end up with a stale sandwich loaf.

******************

Lord, may we avoid the easy way out in lies and grumbling, rather may we seek your love and Living Bread
in prayer, the Eucharist and being a force of good in our home, community and country. Hats off to Lebron
James!!
************
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