Christ Our Hope Catholic Church

Faith in Laity Corner

Readings: Wis. 9:1-6/Eph.5:15-20/Jn. 6:51-8

19th Sunday of Ordinal Times

Words To The Wise
This week as we grooved to the musical memories of the music queen making her
path before God; our faithful celebrated at Mass, the Glorious Assumption of our Mother,
Queen of Saints recalling her Assumption into heaven. Though, many people have
questions about the reality that Mary was graced into heaven – body, and soul. There has
never been recorded or uncovered any tomb for Mary, if there was one, we would have
heard. This week’s keyword in the reflection can be stated as ‘wisdom’.
A very elusive, word for most of us.

“Wisdom has built her house.” (Pro.9:1)
Wisdom can only build when the vessel is quiet, does not boast, lie or pretend. Wisdom is
never achieved at once, but rather a process of permitting the experiences of life to work
with the life sharing of others. Wisdom does not tout its triumphs. Anyone who claims to
be wise, intelligent or courageous (most likely are not), proves that they are just the
opposite.

“She has spread her table.” (Pro.9:2)
Being wise also depends on receiving nutrition from a good source. All are invited to
partake; yet far too many become afraid of the high demands to acquire wisdom. She is a
high priced commodity.

“She calls*
from the heights out over the city” (Wis. 9:3)
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Wise people are always learning, as they survey life and listen to the knowledge of others.
Life’s responses become the food on which wisdom is built.

“Come, eat of my food,
and drink of the wine I have mixed!” (Wis. 9:5)
Our wisdom is never all-encompassing, we make a wise and sound decision on
an issue today, but may need the ear of a wise friend to unravel a different situation
tomorrow. We may be wise in one circumstance and find wisdom eludes us at another
time. Wisdom may knock, but we have to open for her to enter. How often do we close the
door to good advice, sound support or a learning situation; just because we did not ‘like’
the messenger or the format of the advice?
In the Letter to the Ephesians, it was written.

“Watch carefully then how you live,
not as foolish persons but as wise,” (Eph.5:15)
Those who seek wisdom pay attention to lessons learned from others and proved
learnings of the past. They listen to the voice of reason and don’t allow their octave to be
the only sound, one dangerous outlook is that we can overcome evil on our own, or that
we can deny the need for others to help us.

“Because the days are evil.” (Eph. 5:16)
Evil exists in our surroundings, in our society, our politics. and even in our
church. Wise people never underestimate the cunning of evil and its far-reaching effects.
Evil times took its toll in the past and is doing so now with bold directedness. Just look
around us, daily murders within families, crushing economic hardships forcing many to
be denied adequate health care; dehumanizing political name-calling, and the corrupting
practices of wealth grabbers. A person of wisdom knows their shortcomings and relies
on forces outside of themselves…

“Be with the Spirit.” (Eph. 5:18)
The Spirit of God, which we can call down upon ourselves and others is the
protective force of the wise; as they know that this battle against evil will not be moved by
their own strength, Christ gave us the antidote for times such as these…. Those with
wisdom capitalize on the redemptive powers of our Lord and Savior to face the
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challenges in our world. A word to the wise should remind us that, we are to prepare for
battle times ahead. Jesus left us with the Eucharist and the eternal promise that the wise
don’t have to look far for the source.

“Whoever eats* my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life,
and I will raise him on the last day.” (Jn. 6:54)
If your ‘wise’ friends support your every word or idea then this is not wisdom, but blind
flattery. Where do you obtain your wisdom?

*****************

Father, we pray for wisdom through Your eyes
that we may be prepared for the trials ahead.
************
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