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Faith in Laity Corner

Readings: Jos. 1-2, 15-17, 18/Jn.6:60-69
21st Sunday of Ordinal Times

House Service
As we enter into now 21 Sundays after Pentecost, our focus will be on ‘Service
in the House’. There is no home in the world which operates without rules-whether
hidden, verbal or implied…. every home has their own rules. Over the past few weeks
Jesus had verbalized what were to be the ‘house rules’ for His new movement – you
have to eat of His Flesh (Body) and drink of His Blood. There was no way around this,
the criteria for being a follower of Christ required that you partake and believe in what
you were eating or you were free to walk away from the idea of following Him. Taking
our 1st Reading from the Book of Joshua

“Joshua gathered together all the tribes of Israel at Shechem,
summoning the elders, leaders, judges, and officers of Israel” (Jos. 24:1)
The prophet Joshua called together all of the leaders, (seriously note this)

“They stood in ranks before God,” (Jos. 24:1)
Those of us with authority, there is nothing more important in this life, than to
remember this warning.
Whether the leader of the household, religious community, city, state or country;
anyone who has the responsibility to help others must remind people who are in doubt,
about what had happened in the past and how God was faithful to them, despite the
odds. Then comes the reality check for all leaders; what would be their choice?

“If it is displeasing to you to serve the LORD,
choose today whom you will serve?” (Jos. 24:15)
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It may require that leaders, following
Joshua and then Jesus, put a check on the people they are given charge over. Joshua
called all leaders to order and demanded that they pledge or state their position. He
did not condemn the position taken, but he did ask them to pick a side. In the Gospel
Jesus, He too demanded that people chose a side. A Jesus-follower requires that you not
only take a stand, but you must ‘show your hand’.

“Jesus knew that his disciples were murmuring about this,” (Jn.6:61)
People are allowed to mumble and grumble, but as a leader, one must be firm. You are
responsible to hold the followers ‘hand to the fire’. They have to be of one accord and
mind; as you want your home to be prayerfully united.
Jesus said

“It is the spirit that gives life, while the flesh* is of no avail.” (Jn. 6:61)
So as the leader of the household, it becomes your duty to bring others to the
Holy Spirit, knowing there is only life in an active, honest and motivated spirit. Our
thinking will generate our actions towards those who are in our charge and those who
have to work with us. Is your leadership life and light giving? Is it in anyway deceitful
or uncaring? Leaders have to examine their motives and then listen to the thoughts of
their followers. Jesus did not want His disciples to be of two minds about His mission.

“But there are some of you who do not believe.” (Jn. 6:64)
As the leader of your organization, prayer group, family, government there must be
honesty from the top so that those who do not believe are able to leave without fear of
retaliation. They made their choice. There is nothing wrong with drawing the line
between what is true and acceptable and what is not to be tolerated in your household.
Jesus gave that freedom.

“As a result of this, many [of] his disciples returned
to their former way of life “(Jn. 6:66)
If a group, political affiliation, club, fraternity, and a job does not fit our
principles and beliefs it is fair that rather than compromise our ideals it is better we
retire, quit or move. What we say, what we believe and how we act must be in
synchrony with the values and actions of the leader. With leadership responsibility, we
are now answerable to what is produced and stated.
Jesus, in the New Testament, as Joshua did in the times of old, we are to ask the
question of our follower
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“Jesus then said to the Twelve, "Do you also want to leave?" (Jn. 6:67)
There is a choice to be made by the leaders as well as the followers. Leaders must lead
by integrity, truth, and fair-play among all. Followers must seek leaders who are in
keeping with sound ideals, respect for others and the ability to make their voices heard
when things are not right. What choices are you making as leader or follower in our
world today

*****************
Let us pray for our political leaders in the US, that they may be able to show true service
for love of others and country. We remember in prayer the late, Senator McCain and his
family. Finally, we remember the victims of the Sunday shooting in Jacksonville.
Next week Saturday will be the 56th anniversary of Independence for Trinidad and Tobago,
we are grateful for the serious earthquake which shook the twin islands causing damage
but no deaths.
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