Christ Our Hope Catholic Church

Faith in Laity Corner

Readings: Dt: 4: 1-2, 6-8/Jas.1:17-18,21-22, 27/Mk. 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

22nd Sunday of Ordinal Times

Dealing Hypocrisy….
There is no doubt that this 22nd week of Ordinary Times has to rest upon our
consciences; as we reflect on Sunday Readings. Each of us would have heard via media sourcestelevision, radio, Twitter, FB, Instagram, newspapers about the funeral for two Americans, one a
war hero Senator and former Presidential candidate, and the other a female singer extraordinaire.
Both of these Americans received accolades from near and far, from Presidents, songwriters,
Congressional leaders and the public. As one is allowed to examine their lives there appeared to
be a few common factors- they spoke/sang for the ordinary people they served, they had the
backbone to stand for a cause and willingly spoke their mind through their actions. We have as a
nation the urgency to no longer look the other way when political leaders around us delve in
falsehoods and proclaim via tweets disparaging remarks on world leaders, ordinary citizens, public
servants and others who just spoke the truth.
The Readings this week will ask us to reflect (if we are paying attention) on what is our view
of hypocrisy. 1st Reading was taken from one of the Biblical legal books -Deuteronomy.

“I am teaching you the statutes and ordinances as the LORD
my God, has commanded me, that you may observe them.” (Deu.4:5)
As citizens of a nation, we do have laws and rules which have found their roots in the Decalogue –
Ten Commandments. Killing- with weapons which can be controlled, stealing by ‘white collar’
criminals, who wear suits, continue to rear its head boldly around us. Is hypocrisy displayed when
Hypocrisy 22OT
#304 /bcw/2018

those who steal are able to negotiate, as their money can buy the best legal services, and receive a

‘tap on the wrist.’ sentence? Then we have those who steal, but due to lack of funds are sent away
for decades. Can we be complacent and ‘turn and blind eye’ to crimes against God’s rules
depending on our political affiliation and the monetary weight of the people who commit them?

“Observe them carefully, for this is your wisdom
and discernment in the sight of the peoples.” (Deu.4:6)
The high-level standards and laws which we hold foreign countries too is a contrast to what and
how we observe these same laws in our country; when history has recorded that our past politics
had cause indirectly the economic woes which now exist in many countries. God spoke about
careful obedience and adherence to His laws and in return, He will provide us the Wisdom to
confound other nations.

“This great nation is truly a wise and discerning people. (Deu.4:6)
Would other nations consider the United States as it is today to be that ‘great nation wise and

discerning’?
“Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers: all good giving and
every perfect gift are from above, coming down from the Father.” (Jam 1:15-16)
Our wealth and strength as united states rely on the hands and hearts of its citizens, the
countless sacrifices made and the lives lost in this effort. St. James in the 2nd Reading reminds us
that there is the need to appreciate that all comes from God; to be wary that this belief can steadily
erode as wealth increases.

“This people honors me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me…”( Mk. 7:6)

God is not ‘asleep’ nor is He on the ‘hotline' with Satan- HE SEES EVERYTHING. Our Church
is in crisis today, as we allowed ourselves to put the rules, laws, and statutes to the people (tying

them down with burdens) while excusing ourselves that we would not be answerable to a higher
Hypocrisy 22OT
#304 /bcw/2018

authority or caught by- GOD!

“Everyone should be quick to hear,*
slow to speak, slow to wrath,
for the wrath of a man does not accomplish the righteousness of God.” (Jam. 1:19-20)
Anyone preaching, teaching or saying otherwise – does not display the ‘righteousness of

God.’ Therefore, to align oneself to those who voices are full of anger, and revenge, there must be
some hypocrisy here…. not so? Yes, there may be the need to create a safe and secure country; but
if the citizens are afraid to speak, to question inclusiveness, to march, to seek asylum, to monitor
our food, air quality or water… and those who do question the depth of this hypocrisy are then
brought to ridicule… What are we really saying here?

“Be doers of the word and not hearers only, deluding yourselves.”. (Jam. 1:22)
God’s rules require us to be doers, with our actions so that they are aligned with God’s explicit
Words- if not, then we are now living in delusional hypocrisy.
In the Gospel, Jesus challenged ‘followers' who spoke with ‘forked tongue’ are not aligning
ourselves to God.
“How well you have set aside the commandment of God
in order to uphold your tradition! (Mk. 7:9)

In our efforts to hold to what we may presume is true and ignore the realities of God’s Words, we
have to be mindful that that poor food quality, no food does not hurt us, as much as how our
actions tool what really lies in our hearts.
“Nothing that enters one from outside can defile that person;
but the things that come out from within are what defile.” (Mk. 7:15)

Have a restful Labor Day holiday.
*****************
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Let us pray for people of true faith to rise above and to stand for the downtrodden, the
widow, the orphan, the poor, the sick, the refugee- this is what our humanity really means
and these will give us the keys to the Kingdom.
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