Christ Our Hope Catholic Church

Faith in Laity Corner

Readings: Is. 35:47/Ps. 146/ Jam. 2:1-5/Mk.31-7

23rd Sunday of Ordinal Times

Hope in Sight
As we enter the 23rd Sunday of Ordinary Times so much is happening around us so
fast; it can make our head spin. Well how to begin, let us examine the readings this week
as it relates to the challenges we face. The readings this week, make an effort to give the
readers some rays of hope.

“Strengthen hands that are feeble,
make firm knees that are weak.” (Is. 35:7)
This week again featured many events to feeble our knees and weaken our arms. As a
nation we still haven’t rejoined the children of illegal immigrants with their parents, what
kind of ‘human kindness is that.? Basic restrictions on gun control have not been even
considered; despite murders of three or more people take place weekly, with no end in
sight. The majority of the population are fighting to make ends meet, with wages which
will keep them from ever owning a home or having a savings account. As we look on and
see the 5% of the population own 80% of the wealth; something is wrong there. Yes, there
are reasons for fearful hearts.
The Prophet Isaiah, in the 1st Reading, is encouraging the Jewish people to take
courage.

“Say to the fearful of heart:
Be strong, do not fear!” (Is. 35:4)
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Yes, these words are for us now, in our times. We have to be strong and not let the political
and economic situations presently facing us; bring our hearts to a measure of defeatism,

“Here is your God,
He comes with vindication.” (Is. 35:4)
We are asked by the prophet to continue to prayerfully wait for the righteous justice of
God, as in the end, He will!!

“The LORD raises up those who are bowed down;
the LORD loves the righteous.” (Ps, 146:8)
Yes, we have to wait for God to bring justice to those of us who are pained by
unjustified murder, falsehoods, white collar, and racially motivated crimes- God will give
His justice. Our concern must not dwell on the judgment to come or worry about who
takes the blame, but keep our focus on proclaiming in the Name of Jesus.

“Show no partiality as you adhere to the faith
in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ.” (Jam. 2:1)
In the Gospel, we listen as Jesus cures

“A deaf man who had a speech impediment...” (Mk. 7:32)
Jesus removed the physical hindrances which prevented him from proclaiming the Name
of the Lord. The man and his friends believed that Jesus was the answer and sought
healing.

“The man’s ears were opened, his speech impediment
was removed, and he spoke plainly.” (Mk. 7:
Through the faith of a man and his friends, a human being was restored to the
status of dignity, to which before he may not have been afforded. Jesus was sent to earth
with the mission of restoring those of faith to their former status and perfect creatures
designed by God- who made all things -Good. How do we help support the poor, the
homeless, the sick and the mentally ill to a place of human dignity? We are warned that
our hearing cannot be for those of high social status-
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“But you dishonored the poor person.” (Jam. 2:6)
Through the ministry of Jesus, He demonstrated that the societal norms were not what
moved people towards the Kingdom of heaven.

“God choose those who are poor* in the world
to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom.” (Jam. 2:5)
It becomes critical that we remain aware that our hope must remain in the Lord, so
that our ears will be open to His Words of direction, consolation, and mercy towards
others. Each of us has witnessed His mercy and love, and must, therefore, be willing to
lend our voices to lift the Name of Jesus, in the midst of the confusion, the chaos and pain
knowing that His Name is hope for now and our sight for the future.

*****************
Let us pray for people of true faith to rise above and to stand for the downtrodden, the
widow, the orphan, the poor, the sick, the refugee- may we keep hope with sight on the
future.
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