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Faith in Laity Corner

Readings: Is. 35:47/Ps. 146/ Jam. 2:1-5/Mk.31-7

24th Sunday of Ordinal Times

Crucifix or Cross?
Already we are on the 24th Week of ordinary times, the year is zooming fast. It
is stated that time has speeded up, as the days need to be shorter to help us cope
with things as they become more intense. We keep in our prayers the people from the
Carolinas, who are faced with their crosses right now and months to come. On the 14
of September, we recall the Exaltation of the Cross. How can we not pause and
reflect on what this means to us as Catholics? We all have many crosses and sorrows.
Our church is in the clutches of actions and deeds that were pushed in the dark by
many in the ‘know’ and then there was the feeling or the hope that the cloak of the
priesthood would mask the evils done to children in the past. It crossed my mind,
what other evils were perpetrated on indigenous peoples who were considered
‘pagans’ and infidels in times past…. Just a thought…. Not always a pleasant one…
I realize that though many people may not be clear that there is a distinct
difference between a cross and crucifix. In the 1st Reading from the prophet Isaiah,
this is always read around Holy Week and tries to mind us of the ultimate sacrifice
paid by Jesus.
“I gave my back to those who beat me,
my cheeks to those who tore out my beard.” (Is. 50:6)
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A condition to be expected as a Catholic is the fact one is to surrender to beatings;
there is the pain in hair pulling and there be no anxiety in ongoing pain.
“My face I did not hide
from insults and spitting.” (Is. 50:6)
The insults inflicted on the human body, should not be taken as seriously as these
manifest our daily crosses.
As we accept these daily facts of life, God becomes our only reliance, knowing that
‘mortal man’ could not understand and the world will consider a fool,
“The Lord GOD is my help,
therefore I am not disgraced…”(Is. 50:6)
Psalm 116 reviews that we have to be leaning on God
“I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living.” (Ps. 116)
The impossibility of our situation ensures us that it is not by our own power, but
guidance from the Hand of God that keeps us afloat in this world of ours. If you are a
real follower of the teaching and want to follow Christ, you know that
“Faith of itself, if it does not have works, is dead.” (Jam. 2: 17)
If your faith must have the appropriate actions that demonstrate what you ‘say’ you
believe; then you know that there is going to be conflict, suffering and even hardship
brought on by you truly living out your faith. Think of the great leaders- St. Paul,
Gandhi, Dr. King, Yet, their words became a testimony by their actions on behalf of
others,,,, not themselves.
“Demonstrate your faith to me without works,
and I will demonstrate my faith to you from my works. “(Jam. 2: 18)
In other words, working for the Lord does bring with it crosses, not of your own
making; but it permits your good work to live on with your words.
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*****************
Let us pray for people of true faith to rise above and to stand for the downtrodden, the
widow, the orphan, the poor, the sick, the refugee- may we keep hope with sight on the
future.
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