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Faith in Laity Corner

Readings: Ws.2:12, 17-20, Ps.54. Jas 3:16, 4:3,

25th Sunday of Ordinal Times

Intention and Motive
As we reflect on the Readings this week, it is impossible not to reflect on the state of
our country, yes, the USA as it is today. We have trade disputes with at least 4 countries,
hurricane victims who haven’t begun to assess the lifelong changes of this disaster, three and
four shooting deaths and mortal injuries to more than 5 people weekly, upcoming elections, a
Commander-in-Chief that has more criminal court matters than anyone in history, people of
color killed without just cause, children being sold into the sex industry and slavery in record
numbers, shameful Church scandals, the working poor or under-employed spanning every age
group, and immigrant children taken from their families and haven’t been reunited as yet. Now
that is a mouthful and I stop there, but there is far more to add.
“Let us beset the just one
because he is annoying to us; he opposes our actions” (Ws. 2:12)

There is the willful intention by ‘evil plotters’, whose motive is to test the resolve of the
righteous by deliberately placing obstacles in their way and pretend that this is for the good of
all; when in fact, the plotters are upset that goodness shows-up -the deceitfulness of their true
motives. Hmmm, interesting.
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“Reproaches us for transgressions of the law*
and charges us with violations of our training.” (Ws. 2:12)
Those who muster enough courage to open their mouths against malicious acts are
embarrassed, maligned, and put to shame for speaking out. Hmmm. (I did not choose these
Readings this is Sunday’s Word.) The words in Wisdom goes on to add that there is the
convenient use of performing acts in God’s Name disguised in the cloak of the gown to claim,
that they are God’s anointed- and doing His Will.
“He professes to have knowledge of God
and styles himself a child of the LORD.” (Ws. 2:13)

Truthfully, these people don’t have God or even the good of the people in their heart, it is just
to keep the blinded, sightless.
Grappling with the pain of those whose eyes are opened and are the victim bearers of the
suffering and pain, their only recourse is to throw themselves on the mercy of God.
“Merely to see him is a hardship for us.” (Ws. 2:14)
Those in their wickedness find ways puts those of God to the test.
“Let us see whether his words be true;
let us find out what will happen to him in the end.” (Ws. 2:17)

Yes, there is the test that God permits upon the good man/woman (remember Job) and the
wicked stand around with the intent to laugh or in mocking silence to ‘see of God will deliver’.
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“With violence and torture let us put him to the test.” (Ws. 2:19)
When these times assail us these are the words we must always remember….
“The righteous one is the son of God, God will help him
and deliver him from the hand of his foes.” (Ws.2:18)
From the beginning of humanity there has been the willful approach to see how much those
with wicked intent can get away with and how much can they take advantage of those who are
good or not willing to go in that direction.
“The ruthless seek my life;
they do not keep God before them.”(Ps. 54:6)
We must keep before us the words of Psalm 54 and these words from Wisdom.
“The Lord upholds my life. (Ps. 54:5)

“God will take care of him.” (Ws. 2:20)
Our society today lie in total opposition to what points towards God… There is the need for
status and acquisition of more and more to the death and suffering of thousands of others. Our
own societal structure condemns us.
“Where jealousy and selfish ambition exist,
there is disorder and every foul practice.” (Jam. 3:16)
In our world, we are reaping the fruits of self-seeking ambitions and fleeting personal
pleasures. So now we have a disorder in nature, our physical being, and our psyche- there is
absolutely no happiness or peace. We end up like this:
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“You covet but do not possess.
You kill and envy but you cannot obtain…” (Jam. 4:2)
So where do we go from here? What is our intention when we give to others or, help
others? What is our underlying motive for what we think, say and do? To have the intention of
doing God’s Will would mean that we have to give up our ambitions, and ask God to use our
lives for His purpose...It is only when we resolve to surrender to the Will of God that He can
begin to point out for us our true mission here on this earth. God’s Will is never about personal
gain, it is about serving others, through our testimonies, trials, faith experiences, and humility.
We cannot witness to others until there is a humbling of self from our egos, our wishes and
allow God to guide us. When we humble ourselves before God then we can be a true servant
for others, and God can work through us to reach others. It is only then we can say with
confidence that
“The Lord upholds my life. (Ps. 54:5)

Let us pray for ourselves that our motives may be moving upon the Grace of God and
our intentions are formulated by ordering our lives to God’s will. We remember to pray
against the dark evils which are slowly destroying us all.

Faith in Laity Corner is a weekly reflection of Sunday’s readings as interpreted and written
by Brenda Chee Wah, a lay parishioner of Christ Our Hope Catholic Church
Lithonia, Georgia. Available now on webpage/Facebook
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http://www.christourhopeatl.org/becoming-a-catholic/christ-our-hope-catholic-church-weeklyreflections.php
Now on FaceBook – Christ Our Hope Catholic Church Atlanta
Your remarks, questions, and comments can be emailed to faithinlaity@gmail.com or parish Facebook page.
Scriptures: www.usccb.org
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