Christ Our Hope Catholic Church

Faith in Laity Corner

Readings: Num. 11:25-29, Mk.9: 38-43, 45,47-48

26th Sunday of Ordinal Times

Working In His NAME
Our title -is the challenge for each of us, who may call ourselves Christians.
Yet, many may secretly call upon His Name, talk about His Name, write His Name, it
takes a special person to really Work in His Name. All those who have made an effort
to ‘work' for Jesus can testify that this is not a task you always want to attempt. For
those of us who did make small efforts, know that you suffer rejection, false claims,
derogatory remarks, and many other ‘good' terms too long to mention here. In the
first Reading from the Book of Numbers, there are men specially chosen by Moses to
provide support for his growing ministry to a people who had just received their
freedom.
“Gathering seventy elders of the people,
he had them stand around the tent.” (Num. 11:24)
We can just imagine the challenges that Moses faced in the early days, trying to
satisfy people when they called Him, while on the other hand-listening to God’s voice
and changing commands. We have to take our ‘hats off’ to Moses for his reluctant
acceptance of this awesome task. This became a 24/7 job, without rest or
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appreciation from the people he was serving.
A simple request from God, one would think was easy and yet, even that had
its challenges. Moses who caught glimpses of the ‘God’s shadow’ and was empowered
with a fierceness of the Holy Spirit to withstand the battle, was to have some of this
force infused into the being of others.
“Taking some of the spirit that was on Moses,
he bestowed it on the seventy elders” (Num. 11:25)
One of the signs of the Holy Spirit’s entry into your life is that you can no longer keep
it to yourself. (I can assure you of that) You will not have to tell or explain to anyone
that the Holy Spirit is moving you, it will happen and you will not have the ability to
keep your mouth closed or your hands at your side, but will be forced to follow the
prompting of the Spirit.
“As the spirit came to rest on them, they prophesied” (Num.11:25)
When God’s Spirit is coming, it will find you, there is no need to look. The Holy Spirit
has power over direction and presence and you will be found.
“Two men, one named Eldad and the other Medad, remained in the camp,”
yet the spirit came to rest on them also (Num. 11: 26)
The Holy Spirit is the Third Person in the One God, He too, has power over
time, space and knowledge. Just as there two men were listed to be blessed, their
absence from the actual scene was of little consequences.
“They too had been on the list, but had not gone out to the tent.” (Num. 11:26)
When God calls you, there is the Grace bestowed on you for the task, committed to
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you. As I said the movement of the Holy Spirit ensures that you have to voice your
alliance with God, it cannot be kept a secret.
“They prophesied.” (Num. 11:25)
“They prophesied in the camp” (Num.11:26)
“Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp,” (Num. 11:28)
Working in God’s Name has its pains – not all will be accepting that your actions
are genuine, not all will believe that you are honestly moved by God, not all will be
willing to accept your ‘anointed gift’. Moses is told to put a stop to those who appear
to be working in God’s Name.
“Moses’ aide, said, “My lord, Moses, stop them.” (Num. 11:29)
In the Gospel, there is a similar concern for those who are working in His Name.
“Teacher, we saw someone driving out demons in
your name, and we tried to prevent him. (Mk. 9:38)
Many times the sincere efforts of others willing to work in His Name are thwarted, by
the gossip of those who are observing and making every effort to be protective of
Jesus as in the first reading with Moses. Doing the ‘field work’ in His Name may mean
opposition and confrontation by shielding individuals who may or may not be honestly
acting towards the true interest of God or His Kingdom. However, what is of God will
be protected by Him, it will flourish and will last long after they are gone, if it spoken
in truth-it will stand the test of time.
“There is no one who performs a mighty deed in my name
who can at the same time speak ill of me.” (Mk. 9:39)
In the Book of Numbers, Moses realized that the tasks ahead were so daunting and
welcomed all the help that could be offered.
“Are you jealous for my sake? If only all the people of the LORD were prophets!
If only the LORD would bestow His spirit on them!” (Num. 11:29)
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As people of God, we make sure that our intentions are honest in the
Spirit which moves us as we work in the Lord’s Name. Those who work for God, need
not be concerned about the motives of others who speak in His Name as God can use
them for His purpose. God can use their negative efforts for His positive good. So go
forth working in His Name!!

######################
Let us pray He may bestow on me some of the Spirit of Moses to continue working in His
Name for the good of others. We pray for the people of Indonesia who are faced with
heartache and destruction in their country.

Faith in Laity Corner is a weekly reflection of Sunday’s readings as interpreted and written
by Brenda Chee Wah, a lay parishioner of Christ Our Hope Catholic Church
Lithonia, Georgia. Available now on webpage/Facebook

http://www.christourhopeatl.org/becoming-a-catholic/christ-our-hope-catholic-church-weeklyreflections.php
Now on FaceBook – Christ Our Hope Catholic Church Atlanta
Your remarks, questions, and comments can be emailed to faithinlaity@gmail.com or parish Facebook page.
Scriptures: www.usccb.org

Working In His Name/26OT
#308 /bcw/2018

