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Faith in Laity Corner

Readings: Gen. 2: 1-24/Mk.10:2-16

27th Sunday of Ordinal Times

Promises to Commitments
There is little doubt that there is a difference between making a promise and
keeping a commitment. As humans, we are always making promises to our spouse or
significant other, our children, our co-workers, or boss and to our friends, but there is a
difference. A quick decision to get out of a difficult situation may prompt someone to
make a promise that one has no intention of keeping. Commitments, on the other hand,
are not so easy to shake off. The 27th week in ordinary times, take us to the scene from
the book of Genesis with the creation story.
God was clear that man, His prized creation, was to live in a social context.
“The LORD God said: It is not good for the man to be alone” (Gen. 2:18)
Our humanness was always to be accessed in the context of one another. God had
bestowed on Adam, the first man, an ability to identify and name all of God’s creation.
“LORD God formed all the wild animals and all the birds of the air,
and he brought them to the man to see what he would call them...” (Gen.2:20)
Yet, something was not quite right as Adam went about naming all the creatures.
Admirable as all of God’s creatures was so far; Adam was finding it difficult to really
communicate with them. God then made a commitment to man, he did not tell him, but
God who made all things good, realized that His prized creature was finding it difficult
to fully bond.
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“God cast a deep sleep on the man, ………He took out one of his ribs
and closed up its place with flesh.” (Gen. 2:20)
God made the commitment that He was going to create a help-mate for man, par
excellence. He created a creature which used the same ‘blueprint’ He did for man. God
realized the power of this blueprint when Adam was able to pronounce.
“This one, at last, is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh; (Gen. 2:23)
Woman was like none other, she did not have feathers, tusks, hooves or shell. She was
created from the same mold.
“This one shall be called ‘woman,’
for out of man this one has been taken.” (Gen. 2:23)
God's commitment to man remained clear and did not waver, He created the
‘helpmate' man so greatly needed. The words of the marriage vows or promises are
quoted in the Bible. The Sacrament of Matrimony is based on this premise.
“That is why a man leaves his father and mother and clings to his wife,
and the two of them become one body.” (Gen. 2:23)
The vows repeated when a man and woman join together in marriage is the opening of
taking the promise and forming this into a commitment between the couple. It is
important that the marriage vows of promises move from there to the life commitment
between two people. All couples know that it is easy to voice a promise, but it takes a
deeper sense of purpose to keep a commitment.
As we read in the Gospel of Mark, we begin to realize that the Pharisees were
trying to test Jesus on promise vs a commitment. A man and woman promise each other
that they be the basis of their lifelong commitment. There was an effort to move
marriage to a promise which can be broken, ignored, forgotten or changed. The question
of divorce was an effort to see what Jesus would recommend.
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“Moses permitted him to write a bill of divorce and dismiss her.” (Mk.10:4)
Jesus pointed out that a promise of marriage and honoring to marry was just the
beginning of the story.
"Because of the hardness of your hearts,
he wrote you this commandment.” (Mk. 10:5)
The Pharisees were not considering the commitment involved in marriage.,
they thought that promises would suffice. Yet in the beginning, God made the
commitment to find and provide a suitable helpmate for man. God did not pause until
the commitment was upheld. Woman became the suitable helpmate. In the time of
Moses, the idea of commitment was forgotten, Jesus came to reveal the Will of His
Father. The Father wanted that level of commitment as He did for the well-being of
man, He wanted that level of commitment between the two helpmates.
“Therefore, what God has joined together,
no human being must separate.” (Mk. 10:9)
The Gospel spins from that point to the behavior of children. The level of innocence and
commitment children are willing to make, is what we as adults have to follow. If you
ever made a commitment to a child, we know how persistent they are about you holding
your end of the bargain. There is an innocent honesty which separates us. as we grow
older. Jesus is pointing out that this level of innocent commitment and hopeful outlook
of a child needs to be what we demonstrate throughout our lives.
“Amen, I say to you, whoever does not accept the
kingdom of God like a child* will not enter it.” (Mk.10:15)
Yes, we often make promises to God, asking for favors of various kinds;
yet, it is the commitments we make and keep for the honor of God, is what really counts.
Promises are fine at the beginning of a relationship, these may pass; but unless these
promises don’t open themselves to a selfless commitment to the welfare of another, then
it cannot last. We forget like all relationships, a wedding promise is good for a few days;
the commitment of a marriage takes a lifetime of effort, patience, hopefulness, and
selflessness to make the other smile as God saw in the face of Adam when he placed his
eyes on woman.
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######################
As we reflect on the Right To Life. There is the need to remember that the right to life encompasses a wide context of humane actions. The
need to support choices which will not bring a couple to even consider abortion, it means having accessible health care for the mom-to-be
and her baby, affordable childcare options, early education programs and a medical system which care for a child’s postnatal health,
dentistry, a health system which cares for the child as they grow. It means that the poor and aged can afford to eat a balanced meal, have
supported home care and are not left out of affordable medical care. Unless the Right to Life addresses all aspects of life then we are not
truly honest or working in God's Name.
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