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Faith in Laity Corner

Readings: Mk.10: 17-30

28th Sunday of Ordinal Times

Load Lightening
Welcome to the 28th Sunday of Ordinary times, we are marching into the season
of Fall when the days appear to be shorter… not really!! As we examine the Readings this
week, one unanimous fact we can say about Jesus was ‘He traveled light.' He slept
wherever night met Him, dined at the home and overnighted there. He never spoke
about having to pack or appeared to have any worldly possession. Jesus often told His
followers that if they wanted to be with Him they had to leave things behind and just
moved along with Him.
In our modern times, when the American focus is on acquiring the bigger house,
the larger ‘plasma screen', the private gym, pool, and walk-in closets, with every color of
clothes and shoes imaginable; we are certainly a far cry from light loads. For most of us,
we have much more than we could ever use or wear and continue to grab more from
sales and online displays more and more to add to the more already.
This week’s Gospel takes a critical examination of this. Jesus met a fantastic
young man.
“You know the commandments” (Mk. 10:19)
He has his life together, obedient to the commandments, a wonderful son, upright lawabiding Jewish citizen.
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‘He replied and said to Jesus,
“Teacher, all of these I have observed from my youth.”’ (Mk. 10:20)
Jesus was impressed and proud of him, and we reading the story are glad to meet this
young man too.
“Jesus, looking at him, loved him.” (Mk. 10:21)
There was the recognition my Jesus an attached to the many things the young man
acquired, so Jesus gave Him the ultimate test.
You are lacking in one thing.
Go, sell what you have, and give to [the] poor (Mk.10:21)
This young man was a sound person, but he took pride in the things he possessed and
this was his barrier to be in unity with God. Just one area in his life he had a deep
attachment. His load of things, his possessions- he could not lighten that load. As the
priest pointed out today, the usual joy of being in the Lord's presence was missed.
“At that statement his face fell,
and he went away sad, for he had many possessions.” (Mk. 10:22)
Instead of being free and joyful, the young man was trapped by what was his
temporal belonging. Temporal, yes, as these are useful only as long as he is alive and
well … these immediately have NO value when he is in a life and death situation, he is
terminally ill or facing accidental death. The young man was willing to trade eternal life
with God, to continue to hold on to his earthly possessions.
“How hard it is for those who have wealth
to enter the kingdom of God!” (Mk.10:23)
Jesus never claimed that wealth was wrong or the rich and well-to-do cannot see
heaven, but the bar will be set higher for those who have. What and how one disperses
one’s wealth will be a governing factor.
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“Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!” (Mk. 10:24)
How did one acquire this wealth, what are people doing to keep themselves
in the money; will be their judgment call. Is the wealth used to line the pockets of the
already rich, to the disadvantage of the poor, fixed income and dispossessed? Is the
wealth used as a cover to sell dangerous weapons to countries which will end up using
these against our soldiers in the future? Is the wealth used to be assured of insider
trader deals which benefit only investors? Is the wealth diverted from the coffers of a
poor country to be hidden in foreign banks? Is the wealth used to buy excesses, project
an image to the destruction of young and impressionable teenagers?
“It is easier for a camel to pass through [the] eye of [a] needle
than for one who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” (Mk.10:25)
What a comparison!! Jesus does not make it easy, to pass through the ‘pearly
gates’ with possessions or a load. It sounds like the heavy load may even prevent you
from dying in PEACE.
“They were exceedingly astonished.” (Mk.10:28)
We are astonished!! So winning the ‘Powerball’ or the ‘Mega million’ is no longer the
most rational hope for living happily ever after in this world and definitely not going to
help towards eternal life in the next.
“No one who has given up house or brothers or sisters or
mother or father or children or lands
for my sake and for the sake of the gospel
…. who will not receive a hundred times more now in this present age” (Mk.10:29-31)
Jesus gave us another key to enter the eternal life gate…… Are we able to give
away all our stuff? Do the things we have possess our being to the point we cannot lose
it all or give it away, confident that God will provide? Jesus made it clear, the load has to
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be light and possessions few to enjoy the glories of eternal life. How are you going to
lighten your earthly load to prepare for life in the next?

Let us keep in contact with our family and friends in Florida, South Georgia, the ongoing challenges of people in
North, South Carolina, Puerto Rico, and those in areas of Indonesia that our possessions can be shared with those
who are in desperate need. Let us pray for our young people who are easy victims of this grab for material wealth.
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