Christ Our Hope Catholic Church

Faith in Laity Corner

Readings: Mk. 10:46-52

30" Sunday of Ordinary Times

Blinded Sight

As we approach the end of the Catholic Church’s liturgical year, we are asked to
prepare ourselves for the new times and new life. Yet, there are so many things occurring
in our world today that this may be a good time to stop, reassess whose we are and where
we are going. What is our prayer life like? Are we praying that God's Will be done in our
lives? Will we be able to have the faith to carry the crosses God has allotted us? It is not
possible for us to begin without acknowledging the terrible deeds which will cause us to
question; how much will God permit to happen in our lives?

Our society is faced with the reality that a sector of the populationis able to harbor
levels of hatred so deep and destructive that it moves some people to send mail bombs to
the homes of politicians, the Press, and citizens; to assassinate people in a supermarket
because of their race; and then, to destroy the lives of people who are gathered in
worship, allin one week,,, There is need for us to stop, just stop, for a moment! What
words of hope does God share with us from the Gospel of Mark?

Jesus was in public ministry with His Apostles, they were on the way to Jericho. A
well-known blind man was sitting by his usual spot. An understanding of what a
handicapping condition did to the lives of people during the time of Jesus was to
appreciate how difficult life was for those who were outside the norms of society, It was
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believed that handicapping conditions were burden sent by God as punishment, to those
whose family were not in God's favor.

‘Bartimaeus, a blind man, the son of Timaeu s,
sat by the roadside begging.” (Mk.10:46)

Physically blind though he was, Bartimaeus had a deeper understanding of the faith
Jesus was trying to share with others. He was able to declare before all,

“He began to cry out and say, “Jesus, son of David, have pity on me.” (Mk. 10:47)

Not only did the blind man call upon the Name of Jesus; he acknowledged His lineage,
most of the Pharisees refused to even accept Jesus as the descendant of King David. Here
is a blind man with spiritual vision and wisdom...Being a poor, roadside blind beggar it was
felt by society that his presence was not to be given any regard, he was not worth the time.
However, his persistent outcry was accepted by Jesus.

Son of David, have pity on me.” (Mk. 10:48)

Jesus elevated a man on the fringes of his society as worthy of recognition, one
aspect of Jesus’ mission was to bring those who were broken to wholeness.

“Take courage, get up, he is calling you.”(Mk. 10:49)

Jesus heard his voice, there was no hesitation. This is the chance of a lifetime, the man
jumped at this opportunity. Then the Messiah put the question, that we all are asked at a
pointin our lives.

“Jesus said to him in reply, “What do you want me to do for you?” (Mk. 10:51)

If Jesus asked you this question today, what would you say? Bartimeaus knew what he
wanted - he wanted his physical sight. Jesus knew he was spiritual attuned, and only
need for complete re-entry into society, a powerful witness for Jesus, all he needed to
SEE.

When faced with the realities of our world what are we asking from God? Are we
seeking peace, are we talking to our neighbors, are we attending any type of worship?
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What could we ask from God? Not the blindness of numbers to the Mega-million, the fancy
home, the 6-figure job, but to receive sightedblessings so that we could spread the Word
to others, to make life less of a struggle for those around us. God grants us these favors
almost instantly. How do you ask favors from God? We need to storm the gates of Heaven
for mercy upon us here on Earth, that we see to respect the life of others, that we see that
life is not about revenge and isolation, but we see life meaningfully as our brother’s
keeper; there will be no other earth; each of us are brothers and sisters in Christ. Jesus
lived this truth and our Christian faith teaches this, what are we practicing, what are we
thinking, what are we seeing as ways to promote this truth?
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Holy day of Obligation is on November 01.

Let us reflect on the lives lost because of misplaced isolated hatred, anger and revenge, may
God open our eyes so that we can see that we have one earth and one human race and we are

our brother’s keeper. We pray for victims of the airplane crash in Indonesia.

Faith in Laity Corner is a weekly reflection of Sunday’s readings as interpreted and written

by Brenda Chee Wah, alay paris hioner of Christ Our Hope Catholic Church
Lithonia, Georgia. Available now on webpage/Facebook

http://www.christourhopeatl.org/becoming -a-catholic/christ _-our-hope-catholic -church-weekly -
reflections.php

Now on FaceBook i Christ Our Hope Catholic Church Atlanta

Your remarks, questions, and comments can be emailed to faithinlaity@gmail.com or parish Facebook page.

Scriptures: www.usccb.org
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