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Readings: Deu. 6: 2-6, Mk. 12:28-34

31st Sunday of Ordinary Times

God Fear-Today
The entry of the 31st Sunday of Ordinary times heralds in the slow closing of the
Catholic church's liturgical, as we reflect on how to prepare our hearts and minds for the
Advent season. There are so many issues which assail us today. Conspiracy theories,
‘invasion’ from an improvised group of people, defacing places of worship, voter
suppression tactics, and an election which will determine whether we are truly people of
the Readings today or not. As we hunker into the techno-savvy -age; many people have
moved further away from believing in a God of judgment and therefore, think that the Evil
one may not be so real, after all.
“Moses spoke to the people, saying:
“Fear the LORD, your God...” (Deu.6:4)
Somewhere along the line the 1st Commandment given in the Decalogue by God
to Moses addressed the emphatic command that God must be first in our lives, despite
what circumstance we may find ourselves. Not winning, not money, not romance, not a
position of power or influence, can supersede our allegiance to God, our Creator, Yet, how
many of us put God first, in all circumstances, good times included. Some of us only know
the Name of God, when life takes a harsh grip on us, from which we cannot escape.
“You shall love the LORD, your God, with your whole heart,
and with your whole being, and with your whole strength.” (De. 6:5)
Probably the most important statement is what Moses emphasized after
“Keep repeating them to your children.” (Deu.6:6)
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Sadly, we have absconded from this important detail. Few parents are making it
a point to remind their children, that we have to put God first in everything in our lives.
Hence, we have the level of teenage murders, suicides, and drug addiction.
Yes, we avoided to provide for our children the “moral fiber” to recognize people or
actions which are loving and God-fearing, vs. actions which are totally self- seeking,
self-satisfying, loaded with selfies. We are raising children who are unaware of the Bible
stories, don't hear from home what our moral obligations and the fact that God sees all
we do. (Believe me, I teach) The moral value of our children is developed by age 7 (seven)
so if children are left to decide to attend Mass or go to worship, by age 10 the habit does
not exist and the will is not there. Moses goes on to demand persistence.
“Recite them when you are at home and when you are away,
when you lie down and when you get up.” (Deu. 6:7)
Note that training the child is not a ‘one and done’ business. It goes on to say that the
words have to become part of the fabric of the household. We have to speak it often, and
ongoing. There is no doubt that building moral fiber in our youth is an ongoing job,
“Bind them on your arm as a sign
and let them be as a pendant on your forehead.” (Deu. 6:8)
We should not be afraid to declare that our home is a place where God reigns. It
is interesting that so often when I visit homes; they are wonderfully put away, décor and
furniture fitting the ambiance of the room. Yet, nowhere do you see the crucifix in that
home. It used to be that once you entered a home, you knew the status of that house as a
crucifix is elevated to a key position in the home.
“Write them on the doorposts of
your houses and on your gates.” (Deu. 6:9)
We can no longer be ashamed to declare that our house is under God. If we claim that God
is the head of our lives, then we should be proud to display our symbols which announce
this. There is the need to have love for God, yet, there is need to show a healthy fear of
God's righteous judgment. So many of us are unable to articulate what is God's mercy, yet
we seem unaware that God's righteous judgment is upon us all and we are answerable
for this.
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The Gospel of Mark reminds us of one fact when asked what are the two most
important commands of God. One was that we should love God above all else; and then
came this one.
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
There is no other commandment greater than these. “(Mk. 12: 31))
So many people have read this and not taken heed; we are to treat others as we want
others to treat us. Yet, are we? Do we treat every person without prejudice of favor? How
can we change ourselves, to follow these laws completely? Are you associating with
people, laws, and doctrines both religious and secular that espouse and support loving
others?
We leave with these thoughts. Are we going to stand by as we see others treated
less than human, ridiculed, and taken advantage of and remain silent? Can we declare
that we have the God Fear in our lives today? Or are we waiting for God’s Righteous
judgment to fall upon us? It will!!!
************************

Dear Father, we pray for the souls of those who have touched our lives and help us
with our faith to treat other, the same way we want God to treat us…. Remember
this is how we will be judged by Him. Vote wisely!!
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