Christ Our Hope Catholic Church

Faith in Laity Corner
Readings: 1Kgs. 17:10-16/ Heb. 9:24-28

32nd Sunday of Ordinary Times

It Has Been Appointed
As the Catholic Church draws closer to the end of the liturgical year, the readings
are more self-reflecting and focus on our faith as we face the end times. People may
argue that life still goes on; but I beg to say, that the end times are upon us. What we do not
know is how long it will be before the end, and when will it come. Our world is displaying
serious signs, with unnatural flooding, violent tropical storms, social disorder, abuses
against women and children, enslavement of people and fires. Yes, there are the signs
and sadly, there are more to come. As a teenager, when my mother died, I will never
forget the opening sentences of her will.
“As is appointed, by God that human beings die,
and after this the judgment.” (Heb. 9: 27)
These words will resound in my mind until I die. It never failed to cause me to pause and
look back, and think. What a way to begin writing ones last will and testimony. The quote I
later learned was taken from this week’s second reading.
This week’s 2nd Reading from the Hebrews points out that salvation of the human
race required a very distinct sacrifice. Jewish law passed down from the time of Moses,
required the sacrificed blood of an unblemished lamb on the doorpost to be saved from an
earthly death. Yet this lamb’s blood could only go so far. It could not atone for all of
humanity.
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“According to the law almost everything is purified by blood,
and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.” (Heb. 9:22)
The Jewish people understood the connection of sacrificed blood for the forgiveness of sins. Yet, it
took a new totally perfect sacrifice to save us all. The obedient Son of God, unblemished by sin and
always obedient to the Will of His Father, was the price to be paid for our atonement.

“Christ, offered once to take away the sins of many” (Heb. 9: 28)
This ultimate sacrifice superseded all others that happened in the past. The reading
pointed out that the priest who offered sacrifice only offered the ‘blood’ of an animal.
“The high priest enters each year into the sanctuary
with blood that is not his own… (Heb. 9:25)
The old sacrifices though accepted by God, always fell short; as it was not of perfect
origins. It was but, the blood of an earthly animal which the people hoped would be
enough to obtain forgiveness. Christ, on the other hand, was not of this earth; He was the
spotless Lamb, who left the company of God to come among us on earth, this one time
only….
“Once for all, He has appeared to take away sin by His sacrifice.” (Heb. 9:26)
Jesus was the perfect sacrifice, there was no need to have others taking His place. His
was not a repeated death.
“He would not have had to suffer repeatedly.” (Heb. 9: 26)
Here was a tangible example of God’s deep love for us, and why we should place
our faith in Him. Remember the promise of a Messiah was not a recent promotion, it was
made soon after the Fall (failure) of man to obey God. In the Book to the Hebrews, we hear
that there is going to be the 2nd coming of Jesus. His first appearance in human form
becoming the ultimate sacrifice on the Cross for us all.
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“He might appear before God on our behalf.” (Heb. 9:24)
He took our place to appease God. Jesus’ second coming, cannot be denied,
“He will appear a second time, not to take away sin
but to bring salvation to those who eagerly await him.” (Heb. 9:28)
His second coming is to fulfill the promises that we will find our room in His Father’s
House, our salvation will be won.
The First Reading and the Gospel, demonstrates how we can live totally dependent
upon God. The widow heard the words spoken by the Prophet Elijah and she obeyed, even
when the situation appeared impossible to human eyes.
“She left and did as Elijah had said.” (1Kg. 17:15)
In our human understanding, it would be best to keep the little we have and leave the
strange man alone. Then the widow would have missed the tremendous blessings God
had in store for her. Yes, it is during these impossible times when God put our faith to the
test, He shows that HE is God. Refusing to leave our selfish ways behind and obey
regardless of how it humanly appears; we can lose out in seeing the power of God at work.
How often have you been tested by God to forgo what you think is the best way, and follow
the strange instructions given? The widow followed and was blessed beyond measure.
Are you able to obey the strange small voice of God and too receive your blessings?

************************

Let us remember our men and women past and present who have fought wars that
we only read about, sacrificed their lives and health for the sake of democracy for
ourselves and others. We salute our Veteran’s. We continue to pray as our country
continues to be racked by senseless murders, fires, and rejection of those who are
poor and marginalized…. May they too receive their jar of oil and measure of
flour.
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Faith in Laity Corner is a weekly reflection of Sunday’s readings as interpreted and written
by Brenda Chee Wah, a lay parishioner of Christ Our Hope Catholic Church

Lithonia, Georgia. Available now on webpage/Facebook
http://www.christourhopeatl.org/becoming-a-catholic/christ-our-hope-catholic-church-weeklyreflections.php
Now on FaceBook – Christ Our Hope Catholic Church Atlanta
Your remarks, questions, and comments can be emailed to faithinlaity@gmail.com or parish Facebook page.
Scriptures: www.usccb.org
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