Christ Our Hope Catholic Church

Faith in Laity Corner

Readings: Dn.13:1-3, Mk. 12:24-32

33rd Sunday of Ordinary Times

Passing Words
This is the penultimate week of the end of the church liturgical year, next week is
the Solemnity of the Feast of Christ the King and the end of the Year of Grace. Then, we
begin the Advent season. The readings over the past two weeks have been reflective on
the signs that point to the end of time. For many of us, it is not hard to ponder they are
probably nearer than we think…. deadly and fierce wildfires, floods, humans desperate
for a chance to be safe, daily mass shootings… among so many other things; will make
us feel that somehow the end times are really close to home. When we think of the vast
chronicles that travel humanity through history, force us to realize that challenges were
always there however, the human spirit has prevailed.
Without a doubt we will have to experience events and situations which will cause
us to think, to pray and maybe move us to change our lives to walk closer to our God.
“It shall be a time unsurpassed in distress.” (Dan.12:9)
Distress will undoubtedly continue to exist in our lives, the signs of our times will
endure proving that God's Words are truth and power.
“But in those days after that tribulation
the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light.” (Mk. 13:24)
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From the words of this reading, the times of tribulation will be followed by the
darkening of the moon. Events which will slowly occur; we will have to watch as these
scenes unfold and then wait for more. It is times as these, only the Words of God will
sustain us as we speculate on the following scene:
“And then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming
in the clouds’ with great power and glory.” (Mk. 13:26)
Only God knows the truth of our hearts. At that time, we will begin to see
ourselves as God sees us. So in calling the ‘elect’ they will know who will fall into this
group.
“He will send out the angels and gather [his
] elect from the four winds.” (Mk. 13:27)
Our words will condemn us, we who are not truthful, who have reveled in dishonesty,
flaunting insensitivity, and disregard for God’s laws and Words- these will return to
haunt us; as only those who have been found righteous will have permission to freely
enter the heavenly space..
“At that time your people shall escape,
everyone who is found written in the book” (Dan.2:1)
It has been pointed out that not all who heard the Words listened and were
accounted for at that time.
“Some to everlasting life,
others to reproach and everlasting disgrace.” (Dan.12:1)
God’s Words will be either a condemnation or the point for salvation. One should note
that death, is just the beginning. For those who did not heed the Word, they may feel
that death is the ultimate end. When in truth, death is the beginning of life to come.
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“Many of those who sleep
in the dust of the earth shall awake.” (Dan. 12:2)
Those who lived in God’s Word will be able to come before Him with the power of His
Words and shall shine brightly
“And those who lead the many to justice
shall be like the stars* forever.” (Dan.12:3)
Our words have value to those we interact with here on earth. We should not
overlook the fact that our words do matter- what we say and to whom we speak. Let
us remember that words can pour life into someone’s existence or destroy with a
hurtful spite. We will be judged by our words. Yes, we know that the God above
pronounces and it becomes. His words never fail or falter.
Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my Words will not pass away. (Mk. 13:31)
************************

During this season of Giving thanks, may we appreciate the people we
have in our lives and the way God has been working in and through us.
Let us be prayerful that for so many this is not a joyful time; those
whose relatives have died, whose homes are lost, who are depressed,
who lack stability in their lives. May we not be so busy that we do not
offer a prayer and say thank you God from Whom all good things flow.

Happy Thanksgiving 2018
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Faith in Laity Corner is a weekly reflection of Sunday’s readings as interpreted and written
by Brenda Chee Wah, a lay parishioner of Christ Our Hope Catholic Church
Lithonia, Georgia. Available now on webpage/Facebook
http://www.christourhopeatl.org/becoming-a-catholic/christ-our-hope-catholic-church-weeklyreflections.php
Now on FaceBook – Christ Our Hope Catholic Church Atlanta
Your remarks, questions, and comments can be emailed to faithinlaity@gmail.com or parish Facebook page.
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