Christ Our Hope Catholic Church

Faith in Laity Corner

Readings: Rev. 1:5-8. Mk. 13:33-37

Solemnity of the Feast of Christ the King

Not Of This World
Here we are the last week in the Catholic Church liturgical year, next week we
being the season of Advent – a new year for the Church, Year 3 or Cycle C of church readings.
Gone are the green vestments and the white is in; it is a time of solemn celebration as Jesus is
declared King of the Universe. There are some concepts easier for the human mind to grasp,
and there are those that present some challenges. The words ‘forever’, ‘eternal’ ‘everlasting’
are very difficult for us to wrap our minds around. Jesus will rule the Kingdom forever, we
will live for eternity with God in heaven and, others will burn in everlasting fire. We can accept
twenty years and as we grow older 60 years, 100 years is possible but everlasting, forever
eternity is difficult. We talk about the dinosaurs dying out 66 million years ago, and the
earth is 4.5 billion years old; that is hard to grasp this length of time. Nature permits us to
see the effects of this span of time, but our minds find it difficult to conceptualize.
This Sunday, Jesus is recognized as reigning supreme over the universe. Yes,
this same universe which, new stars are found daily and astronomers and astrophysicists are
using numbers and letters to identify them among galaxies. This is the universe over which
Christ reigns forever, not of this world! So humans will fall short in understanding the glories
of God. It was this Universal King, who came to Earth, the Incarnation, to pay the price for
our sins. Jesus by His blood, without us, ever appreciating, or acknowledging His presence in
our lives, yet He paid the price for us.
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“To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood” (Rev. 1:5)
The Redeemer accepted this task so we can have our sins removed to give us hope for
eternity in Heaven. Most of us who are familiar with the work of a King know that he reigns
over all his earthly subjects. The King orders are upheld on pain of death to the people in His
charge. Yet, what we understand about Kings did not follow the order of Jesus' Kingship, He
was different.
“If my kingdom did belong to this world, my attendants [would]
be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews.” (Jn.18:36)
It may be necessary to examine what it may mean to reign in the Kingdom where
Jesus is King. Jesus came to establish His Kingdom on this earth as He already has it
established in heaven (thy Kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven...) Jesus throughout His
earthly mission spoke often about the Kingdom:
“My kingdom does not belong to this world.” (Jn. 18:36)
The Kingdom that Jesus referred to was not of this world, it would not be ruled by a human
monarchy, surrounded by army/navy/border police in a palace and with riches. Jesus’ was
concerned about fairness, justice, equity and humility- different from an earthly King. In our
preparation for joining our Jesus in the Kingdom of God, we should not allow a spirit of fear
to enter our heart; rather the effort must be made to push ourselves to more reflective and
conscious prayer. Being fearful only if we are NOT ready to face the Son of Man; one must
live with the assurance that Jesus came on this earth, to show us by example, a path to gain
eternal life, and if the sacrifice made by His crucifixion redeemed us, then what is our fear?
If we believe in the saving power of our Lord, Jesus Christ, we have no anxiety in
this world or the next. Finally, one must understand that life goes beyond the boundaries of
this earth. Jesus was not of this world but entered it on a mission. We the heirs to the
Kingdom of the Father must be able to look beyond life here and now. If we know that we
are saved and freed by His Blood, then there is no need to be a concern for words such as
‘eternity', ‘forever’ and ‘everlasting’…. Ideas ‘not of this world’ neither are we!!

************************

May we lift our minds and hearts sharing the love of God, to those who
are in need around us… Jesus is in heaven and is awaiting our
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responses here on earth. Let us be mindful of migrates all over the
world who are fleeing their country due to fear, bloodshed, and pain to
seek life in a strange country with the hope that where there is life,
there is hope.

Blessings for the Week
Faith in Laity Corner is a weekly reflection of Sunday’s readings as interpreted and written
by Brenda Chee Wah, a lay parishioner of Christ Our Hope Catholic Church
Lithonia, Georgia. Available now on webpage/Facebook
http://www.christourhopeatl.org/becoming-a-catholic/christ-our-hope-catholic-church-weeklyreflections.php
Now on FaceBook – Christ Our Hope Catholic Church Atlanta
Your remarks, questions, and comments can be emailed to faithinlaity@gmail.com or parish Facebook page.
Scriptures: www.usccb.org
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