Christ Our Hope Catholic Church

Faith in Laity Corner
Readings: Bar. 1:1-9, Phi 1 1-9:4-6 & 8-11, Lk. 3:1-6

2nd Week of Advent

Advent- God Finding
This last week we celebrated Mary our Mother as the Immaculate Conception. She was
the one who mapped a route to finding God in the midst of confusion and human uncertainty.
Mary agreed to meet God, even when the road was uneven and dark clouds gathered
overhead, she trusted and gave her word, without certainty of outcomes. At some point in our
life we too, have to confront our childish notion of God and face the reality of our maturity and
question; just as Mary did. What do I believe about God and where is He in my life? If you have
never taken this opportunity, sorry maturity is still to come! (Don’t forget Mary was 14, Hmmm)
This 2nd week of Advent, candle number 2 is lit; which points us to find our way towards God.
Yes, Advent moves us to walk towards the joy of the Messiah discovery.
Advent, the four- week season where one examines how to prepare for the longawaited Savior to enter into our homes, communities and our lives.
“Jerusalem, take off your robe of mourning and misery...” (Bar. 5:1)
It is important that the mourning and misery in our life are acknowledged; we all long for a
Messiah. Our modern times throw on us a greater need for finding a pathway to God. Society is
impaled with corrupt intent, destruction of morality, diminishing life expectancy, limited Social
Security investments and our children addicted to their electronic devises, drugs and their
identity crisis. St. Luke points out the mission of Jesus’ cousin, John the Baptizer.
“A voice of one crying out in the desert” (Lk. 4:3)
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Our hearts need to be crying out to God for help in getting ready to recognize and accept Jesus
as the Messiah. This is the reality for us, we too long for a Redeemer so we can
“Put on forever the splendor of glory from God” (Bar. 5:1)
The present reality of our miserable world with wars, murders, injustice; it appears
difficult to find God’s glory in what we see. Our wailing hearts extended to Him who reigns on
high. It is our duty to seek the ways of justice in our land, for people who are treated without
equity and mercy, yes this is our tasks!! Justice will be fulfilled when we seek for and on behalf of
others. For God to do His part we have to concentrate on what WE can accomplish….
“Wrapped in the mantle of justice from God.” (Bar, 5:2)
Our Advent prayer has to be that God’s glory will be shone, through each one of us. We have to
be the light of justice, hope, and peace. The mountainous obstacles that exist in our path, will
be conquered by the coming of the Messiah.
“God has commanded that every lofty mountain
and the age-old hills be made low.” (Bar. 5:7)

God promises to smoothen the path as we make the effort; our role is important, to know and
begin to effect change within ourselves.
“Every valley shall be filled
and every mountain and hill shall be made low.” (Lk. 3:5)

The hurdles on our path of life’s valley pains will be there, but our grounded faith assures us
that these are just for a time.
“That the valleys be filled to make level ground...”(Bar 5:7).
Just as we clean and decorate our homes, and go to work and attend the celebrations;
Advent is a time for active reflection. We don’t think and ponder on our Christmas tasks, but
actively working and preparing for the time.
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“The one who began a good work in you
will continue to complete it until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 1:6)
Those of us who are active, prayerfully longing and toiling are assured that Christ will honor the
work of our hands. Let us pray in our valleys, with the realization that our work here is to have
the joy, not because we always feel it, but with the knowledge that it is there within us and will
not leave us.
“Praying always with joy.” (Phil. 1:4)
Gift giving, donations, tree preparing, praying the rosary, house décor, sending the Christmas
card, lighting the Advent candle, cooking, Reconciliation services, and sharing are our ways of
finding God in Advent. Finding God is not a moment in time, but an ongoing journey where you
stop along the way to ‘catch your bearings’ and continue to walk, sometimes it is a jog, other
times it is a painful crawl, we keep moving. Finding joy in all that we do is God’s gift, keep this in
our prayer.
Finding God in this the 2nd week of Advent is a challenge we must meet head-on. There
is joy when justice and good-will prevail and we recognize that our place is to bring these
cherishing moments to others, we then, will find God in the midst.
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