Christ Our Hope Catholic Church

Faith in Laity Corner

Readings: Lk. 3:10-18

3rd Week of Advent

Charity Beginnings
December is always such a ‘busy' month on the Church calendar, there are the many
Feasts days intertwined with Advent. This week we honor Mary as she bestowed her immortal
picture on a piece of rough cactus fabric, she is called our Lady of Guadalupe, Mother of the
‘New World.' Mary in every dilemma and age renews her promise to us that she will always
point the way to her Son. As usual, Mary used a humble servant of God, a newly converted
Aztec native to bring her healing power and conversion to millions. I am always amazed that so
few people know and can talk about this beautifully powerful apparition, which has impacted
two continents.
Mass this weekend, the vestments feature the color ‘rose’- the Latin word Gaudete is
used. This is the Sunday of joy in the midst of Advent. Yes, we find the joyful anticipation as one
draws closer to the Nativity celebrations. The old adage ‘Charity begins at home’ may help us
realize that today, people are out of focus on this important rule. What is charity? There are the
words to give aid, to provide assistance, to help. Then the word ‘selflessness’ is also stated.
Charity providing assistance which did not benefit self. Most of us think of ‘charity’ as always
connected with giving or donating money. The real charity is much deeper than that, many
‘good’ folks will like the idea of giving money and avoid face to face contact, with the people to
whom they are giving this contribution.
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The Gospel today from St. Luke provides us with a different angle for ‘charity’. People
were listening to the preaching of John the Baptizer and they were seeking ways to improve
spiritually, there was a sense of urgency.
“And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” (Lk. 3:10)
Here we can observe that Luke does not speak about money, rather he offers practical ways
that will enable any and everyone to practice charity.
“Whoever has two tunics should share with the person who has none.
And whoever has food should do likewise.” (Lk. 3:11)
Charity is very made practical, so that everyone despite their financial means or lack
thereof, can demonstrate acts of charity. There are no excuses, are there? People will have
various other ways they offer charity.
“Tax collectors came to be baptized and they said to him,
“Teacher, what should we do?” (Lk. 3:12)
Today, John is speaking to the economist, bankers, brokers, insurance agents, evaluators, debt
collectors, retailers, marketing personnel….
“Stop collecting more than what is prescribed.” (Lk. 3:13)
Yes, don’t make maximum profits, don’t do the false markups, then call a sale; just be fair to
your customers.
‘Soldiers also asked him, “And what is it that we should do?”’ (Lk. 3:14)
Our soldiers, our defense forces, our judiciary, our legislatures, our cabinet, our Congress, our
President and Vice, each group is expected to act with charity.
“Do not practice extortion, do not falsely accuse anyone,
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and be satisfied with your wages.” (Lk. 3:14)
Each of us notwithstanding our positions on this earth are obligated to show charity. John
Baptizer spoke out that there are some key elements that are requiring follow-through by us.
“I am baptizing you with water, but one mightier than I is coming.
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” (Lk. 3:16)
As the people of God prepare for the joy of the Nativity, there are some
requirements, we are bound by our humanity to perform asks of kindness for others. There is
no other way to start than with our heart, charity must be from deep inside our being. What
feelings do we hold towards charity for others? Charity begins within ourselves; if we are to
keep our humanness intact. As human beings we have to support laws, businesses, and health
care for every form of human life, there is no choice. Judgment will be met out to those of us
who ignore to offer charity, not for our benefit, but for good of others.
“His winnowing fan to gather the wheat into his barn,
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” (Lk.3:17)
Don’t be the uncharitable chaff.

Let us pray for our country and our leadership as we ask
God for a keen sense of charity as we move
towards the celebration of the Nativity. Nativity Blessings!!
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Written by Brenda Chee Wah, a lay parishioner of Christ Our Hope Catholic
Church
Lithonia, Georgia. Available now on webpage/Facebook
http://www.christourhopeatl.org/becoming-a-catholic/christ-our-hope-catholic-church-weeklyreflections.php
Now on FaceBook – Christ Our Hope Catholic Church Atlanta
Your remarks, questions, and comments can be emailed to faithinlaity@gmail.com or parish Facebook page.
Scriptures: www.usccb.org
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