CHRIST OUR HOPE CATHOLIC CHURCH

FAITH IN LAITY CORNER

Monday, February 11, 2019

Reading Is.6:1-2:3-8; Lk. 5:1-11

5th Sunday of Ordinary Times

Sending Voice
Ordinal times number five is here with us. These upcoming weeks we reflect on
the upcoming events like Valentine Day and Mardi Gras. We know that many people will
join in some types of activity or maybe refrain from all. Yet, it does not exempt us from
listening to God’s will or His ‘sending’ Voice in our lives. Yes, we have to hear God’s call
and His Voice deep in our hearts. Does God speak? Yes, He does, however, we have to be
listening to hear His voice. There is a popular television show called “The Voice”. It shows
an accomplished singers/musicians listening blindly to the voice of a contestant; and
only turn around to put voice to face when they are moved by the range, pitch, passion of
the person singing. I too minimally listened, but there comes a ‘voice’ that will cause me
to ‘stop in my tracks.’ Turning, I look to see, who has that voice!
This week we are asked to listen to a voice which requires us to some form of
action. The first reading from the Prophet Isaiah, demonstrated how one listens to ‘The
Voice’.

“Whom shall I send?’ (Is. 6:8)
In the Gospel the people were willing to listen to Jesus as he spoke the Word of God.

“The crowd was pressing in on Jesus and
listening to the word of God,” (Lk. 5:1)
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At the beginning of Jesus’ Ministry, He personally called His Apostles to service; Peter,
the first, was able to hear the Voice of the Lord, and obeyed.

“Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch.” (Lk. 5:4)
The opening of Isaiah’s story placed the hearing of the voice into a historical perspective.
It was not just any time of the year or era. It was the landmark death of a Jewish King.

In the year King Uzziah died” (Is. 6:1)
At times, we may not feel that certain events occurring in our lives will prompt us
to always remember when we heard God’s Voice in our lives. The readings demonstrated
how Isaiah was clear of the time, he heard the sending voice of God. When God calls us as
individuals, we always remember the time and the circumstances around the incident.
Peter was standing by a lake, spending a futile day without making a catch.

“He was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret.” (Lk. 5:1)
For Peter and his crew, it meant they made no money that day. God revealed His glory
through what was to happen next. He provided a net-breaking catch, to show that He had
was the God of the impossible.

“They caught a great number of fish and their nets were tearing.” (Lk. 5:1)
Isaiah saw God’s glory when he witnessed a glimpse of heaven.

“Lord seated on a high and lofty throne,
with the train of his garment filling the temple.” (Is. 1:6)
When we hear the voice of God, He will confirm for us that we are in accordance with His
Will. There is always an experience of God’s glory. You will know when it happens, others
may be around or you may be alone…. But you will know.
As humans we are always intimidated by hearing God’s voice calling us to action or
sending us to follow His Will. We make excuses why we cannot complete this task, just
as these Biblical men did not want God to send them. Moses said that his speech was
faltering and poor; Abram said he was old and childless; David was just a little shepherd
boy; Jacob was not the first born or athletic; Paul was a persecutor of the followers of
Jesus. There are many reasons we can find to avoid or ignore God. Your feelings are not
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unusual; it is our human nature to avoid a sudden call from God; it may be unpleasant,
unfamiliar and unknown. Isaiah saw the Glory of God, but claimed

“I am a man of unclean lips,
living among a people of unclean lips.” (Is. 6:5)
Peter witnessed the miracle of Jesus but said:

“Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.” (Lk. 5:8)
As we make an effort to hear God’s sending voice in our hearts, we will have our
fears, our insecurities, and our sinfulness. God will provide us with a personal
experience of His love and care and if we listen to His calling voice and obey, His Will
becomes ours; we will never be alone and our lives will never be the same!! Just say to
this Voice….

“Here I am; send me!" (Is. 6:8)

Send ME!!
****************

As we prepare our lives to listen to the Voice of God and heed; when
God ask whom shall I send? We respond,” send me, Lord send me.”
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